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The Aqlam Exhibition features a unique and original collection of the different 
styles and scripts of magnificent Arabic calligraphy, such as the Thuluth script, 
the Naskh, the Ta’liq, the Diwani, the Thuluth Al Jali, the Diwani Al Jali to name 
but a few. The exhibition also presents artifacts that represent the finest and most 
beautiful works of the art of gilding, and some of the exquisite creations of Ebru 
artists (the art of drawing on an aqueous surface). Ebru is an ancient Islamic art 
that dates back more than 1000 years. Not many people are familiar with this art 
and many have not even heard of it. 


The exhibition presents a closer look at the development stages of the Mus’haf 
of Qatar from beginning to end. It presents the original copies of the 122 
calligraphers who participated in the preliminary rounds of the competition 
before the finals, as well as a works of comparison between artists Obaida Al 
Banki and Sabah Al-Arbili up to the final stages. The exhibition will also include 
the original gilding copies of the Mus’haf, and finally visitors will be able to see 
the original copy of the Mus’haf of Qatar for the first time. 


The exhibition also includes a number of live art workshops of calligraphy, gilding 
and Ebru that will allow visitors to observe great artists at work on fine artistic 
pieces, which is in itself a unique experience. 


In this exhibition, we have taken into account the diversity of participation in 
terms of the type of art as well as geographical diversity, whereby the exhibition 
will include famous artists from Turkey, Spain, Bosnia, Britain, Syria, Egypt, 
Kuwait, UAE, Sudan and Iraq. All of these celebrated artists are hosted by Fanar, 
and for them to be together in one place is truly a unique opportunity and an 
extraordinary event. All visitors will receive their name written in Arabic script 
by the most famous calligraphers in the world on a card designed especially for 
the occasion, to be kept as an amazing souvenir from the Aqlam Exhibition. 


On this occasion, a specialised institute for the preparation and rehabilitation of 
young talented Qatari calligraphers will be inaugurated. Furthermore, there will 
be an attempt to record the biggest gilded painting in the world in the Guinness 
Book of World Records through Fanar. 


The exhibition will be held from 10th to 15th March 2010 at Fanar, Qatar Islamic 
Cultural Centre, Doha. 
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Calligrapher: Ahmed Fares Rizk born in Egypt in 1980. 


Specialization: B.A. in Arabic Language. Calligraphy Diploma, ranking first in 
the Arab Republic of Egypt. Teacher at calligraphy schools in Cairo. 


Teachers: He studied calligraphy under Hamdi Abdul Qader, Mustapha Al Omari, 
Abdallah Othman, Albahi Ahmed and Hussein Amin (may he rest in peace). 
Currently he is continuing his studies in Istanbul under Daoud Bektash and 


Mehmed Özçay. 


Accomplishments: He won second place in the IRCICA International Award in 
2007, in the Al Baraka Competition in Istanbul in 2005, 2007 and 2008, in the Al 
Burda Competition in U.A.E in 2007 and 2008, in the Holy Month Competition 
in Kuwait in 2006, and he finished third in IRCICA International Competition in 
2001 and received two honorary awards in the IRCICA International Competition 
in Istanbul in 2001. 


Ahmed became a teacher and lecturer in Arabic calligraphy and the art of 
ornamentation in many universities, research centres and institutes and has had 
the opportunity of preparing a number of publications on Arabic calligraphy. 
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In the name of Allah, The most 
Gracious, Most Merciful 
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And for those who fear Allah, He [ever] prepares a 
way out, And He provides for him from [sources] he 
never could imagine. And if any one puts his trust in 
Allah, sufficient is ((Allah)) for him 
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Calligrapher: Taj Elsir Hasan was born in 1945. 


Specialization: He graduated with a Diploma in Fine and Applied Arts (summa 
cum laude) and a M.A. in Arts and Design from London in 1983. He has participated 
often with a number of media and academic institutions in Khartoum, London 
and the United Arab Emirates. Taj held the position of Art Director at the Ministry 
of Education in Dubai, and was a founding member and editor-in-chief of Arabic 


Hourouf Arabeyya Magazine based in Dubai. 


Accomplishments: He won first prize in the International Calligraphy competition 
in Istanbul in 1993, and the first prize in the Sharjah Competition in 1995. He also 
won first prize at the Emirates Association of Fine Arts in 1995, the first in the 
Gargash Competition in Dubai in 2004, second in the modern script competition 
in Al Burda in 2008, and third in the Modern Script Competition in 2007, the 
Fifth International Competition in 2001 and the Calligraphy Award in 2008 at the 


Sharjah International Forum, as well as numerous achievement awards. 
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Calligrapher: Jassim Mi raj Al Faylakawi is a Kuwaiti, born in 1982. 


Specialization: B.Sc in Chemical Engineering from the University of Kuwait 
in 2005. He is a post-graduate student in the Faculty of Islamic Arts in the 
International Islamic Science University in Jordan. He is a founding member of 
the Kuwait Centre for Islamic Arts. 


Teachers: He has been learning his art from master calligraphers Walid Al- 


Farhood, Daoud Bektash, and Hassan Celebi since 2002. 


He received an ljaza (licence) in the Thuluth and Naskh scripts from Hassan 


Celebi and Daoud Bektash in 2007. 


Accomplishments: He won second place in the competition of the Ministry 
of Endowments (Awgaf) in 2003 and in Al-Quds Exhibition ‘Letters in the 
Heart’ in Dubai in 2009, first prize in the Min Wahi Al Qalam Competition in 
2006, an award from IRCICA in the Hashem Al-Baghdadi Competition and 
an award from Al Baraka Competition. He has participated in international 
calligraphy events in Sharjah, Lahore, and Hungary and in a large number of 
local exhibitions in Kuwait. 
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Praise the best prophet 
of the best morals 
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None has the right to be worshipped but He, The All Mighty, The All- Wise 
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Calligrapher: Ziad Ziad Haidar Al-Muhandess was born in Arbil, Iraq in 1967. 
Specialization: He has a B.A. in Engineering from the University of Mosul. 


Teachers: He vvas influenced by the great professor Hashem Al-Baghdadi, 
and traveled and became acquainted with the works of famous calligraphers 
in museums and art galleries. He received his diploma in calligraphy from Mr. 


Youssef Thanoon in 1995. 


Accomplishments: He won second prize and two awards at the [bn Al-Bawab 
Competition in 1993, and first prize and an award at the Hamdallah Al-Amassi 
Competition in 1996. He also received two awards at the Sayyid Ibrahim 
Competion in 1999, and two other awards at the Mir Imad Al-Hasani Competition 
in 2002. He won awards at the Second and Third Baghdad International Festival 
and won first place in Iraq at the Arbil Festival in 1998. 
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And spend in the cause of Allah and do 
not throw yourselves in destruction and 
do good. Truly Allah loves good- doers 
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Calligrapher: Sabah was born in Arbil, Iraq. 
Specialization: He graduated with an M.A. in Traditional Arts from the UR. 


Teachers: He received his formal training at the hands of calligraphy master Bejar 
Al-Arbili and studied the works of ancient and modern calligraphers. 


Accomplishment: He manages the first organisation for Middle Eastern and North 
Asian Arts in the UK. He lectures on Arabic calligraphy, gilding, architectural 
ornamentation and ceramics. 


His greatest honour is writing the Holy Mus’haf twice 


He won first place in many competitions, such as the Holy Qur’an Writing 
Competition in Dubai in 2009, Algeria Calligraphy Festival in 2009, Sharjah 
International Exhibition in 2008, and the University of Salah Al-Din in 1998. He 
also won second place in the IRCICA Competition in Istanbul in 1997, and third 
prize at the Al Baraka Competition in 2008, the Arbil Festival in 1999, and the 


IRCICA Competition in 2007, as well as many achievement awards. 
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_ Follow the revelation sent 
unto you and be patient until 

-Allah gives judgement and 
-Heis the best of judges 


T 








AATE — Laggua — SU ella dama Sue / dEl dolla 

la deala Cys duel) hia (wigs gS 1Ss iaia 

da gle Guys À goladi eòlas Sloat! cpus Logai Milde dhall Gu yleg Cobol stl Sloe! old aaku 
NAAA ale ole! Gall ald Quer BN ed coll seo! Ska 

Caroll AS 8 på AlS (Y+) ale àcars ASIA sot A LE Sort 5S A le Sayre Sle 4 Let 
Gre) greg Arrgerall 52 pall Last! dclemy omoge] CtbelLast! diram! jue gure 949 . pled Agal Ca pal 
aay pall gill Cpe davall 2 ducleatty Ass pall ye ylelly cola yell Cpe stall alai LS cada Wl belles! lan! 
inleg (Vet) ale Spinel 8 decslidl adgall a shee pus Wilias @ Sod Vag! lia HISy Auden 
ale Jgrilaud 2 ial Ayal! il pill cpus Adliveg (Yt V) ple fouls! 2 aalull Ayal! cola! ele 
AM Lo ges 2 Ags ISH gal tye Adslineg (YE) abe coe pall Las at Ja Hy! 23 Ll Gailey Yo 
dislag (YT) ale cag 2 a gall dtl gis Ad Lives (YT) ple eS! Ol all Soll ol gb Eleg algo 
(Y+ 10) ple Am gill 2 gial Jol GLAM Olles Vo "A ale cag 2 SI reall 

gall badd! Jles Z Aga GL Lang SL La ge de 2 da sill Float Cys yell JL 


Calligrapher: Obaida Al-Banki was born in Syria in 1964. 

Specialization: B.Sc in Agricultural Engineering from the University of Aleppo. 
Teachers: He studied at the hands of master calligrapher Ahmed Al Bari, then 
Hassan Celebi, who awarded him his [jaza in 1999. 


Accomplishments: Obaida won first place in the International Competition for 
Writing the Mus’haf of Qatar in 2006. He was a member of the jury at the Sixth 
International Mir Emad Hassani Competition in Istanbul in 2004, the Seventh 
Hashim Al-Baghdadi International Competition in Istanbul in 2007, the Eighth 
Badawi Al-Dirani International Competition in Istanbul in 2010, the First Sharjah 
International Calligraphy Forum in 2004, the Abdel Hamid Al Kateb International 
Competition in Syria for three rounds, the Tehran International Holy Qur’an 
Forum in 2006, the International Holy Month Competition in Kuwait in 2006, the 
Grand Mosque Competition in Kuwait in 2008, and the First Youth Arts Forum in 
Doha in 2005. He is the founding member of the Syrian Calligraphers Association 
and the Saudi Arabic Calligraphy Association, and an honorary member of the 
Jordanian Calligraphers Association. 
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Calligrapher: Fatima Said was born in Dubai in 1974. 
Specialization: B.Sc. in Computer Science and a Diploma from the Arabic 


Calligraphy and Islamic Art Institute (summa cum laude) in Al Raq’a, Diwani, 
Diwani Al Jali, and Farsi Scripts. 


Teachers: She began her journey with Arabic calligraphy in 1997 at the Arabic 
Calligraphy Institute, then at the Sharjah Centre for Arabic Calligraphy 
and Ornamentation until 2001. She received lessons in calligraphy and 
ornamentation from Dr. Salah Al-Din Shirzad. She also studied Thuluth and 
Naskh seripts from Sheikh Hassan Celebi, and gilding and ornamentation with 
Sayma Hassan Celebi. 


Accomplishments: She is a member of the Emirates Association of Fine Arts, 
coordinator of the Dubai International Calligraphy Exhibition for four rounds and 
coordinator of the Basmalah Exhibition organised by the Dubai Centre for Arabic 
Calligraphy. She participated in many Arabic calligraphy exhibitions and received 


many awards, and came in first place in many Arabic calligraphy competitions. 








In the name of Allah, The most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 
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Who works hard will 
take the reward. 
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Calligrapher: Mehmed Özçay was born in Turkey in 1961. 
Specialization: He graduated in 1986 from the Faculty of Theology in 


Erzurum. 


Teachers: He started his formal training with the calligrapher Fuat Bashar from 
Erzurum and learnt the Naskh script and the Thuluth script. 


Accomplishments: Mehmed participated in two IRCICA competitions in 1986 
and in 1989. He won six prizes in the various categories, including first prize for 
the Thuluth and Naskh scripts in 1986. God honored him by allowing him to 
copy the Holy Mus’haf that was printed several times in different sizes; the first 
edition was in 1992. 


He printed many of his paintings and published some of his artistic work in his 
book entitled Nour Ayni (The Light of My Eye), published in English, and in his 
book entitled Ozeay, which includes his work and that of his brother Othman 
and his sister Fatima. 


Mehmed Ozçay is member of many international juries that overlook international 
calligraphy competitions, in addition to participating in more than twenty 
international exhibitions within Turkey and abroad. 
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The Believers, men and vvomen, are protectors one of another, they enjoin 
what is just, and forbid what is evil, they observe regular prayers, practice 
regular charity, and obey Allah and His Messenger. On them will Allah pour 
His mercy, for Allah is Exalted in power, Wise 


hi ee gt ee ae to eee te ua i ee 
Opera Ge 09619 Ba pall cra pols unas sha gl guar Hiat agaty 
por pega ee de sr a ds es Da SL Z nAi e 

AS jaje AU ol AW agaa pew EL ol AT geu yg AW! Cy gadas g SSN 19330 9 3 Mal 


gel pode, 1 SI Fr. 
à = 


— ie : a 
mi. — dues n h Ús 








And do We not send down from the = a eg Lett st es Liss | 
- clouds water in abundance, that ` 2 F i oe ha en 
We may produce therewith corn l ss El 29 Le da j 
and vegetables, And gardens of P. : 
luxurious growth? "ij 
z I 1 = = 
= W a Pay 
+ ll j = 
m ls RT = . 
ml. g à 
k z 
- ‘ 
+ | . 
= z K i r 
ï | Le 7 
a k: = 3 
a j p~ i 
ked d'E 
i “i = fos, 
A 7 mE == —, 
- Ta, T r 
a i el i 
: Empar" \ a ml 
Li z T i a i, 
a rn x 3 i 
ts 
F I s = 
i En a 4 A 
ee. 
ne . = 
I e Bin i r? =- P aa, * 
a 7 a $ dis al 
in F 7 i si ` 
= e ` ‘ke P 





Lia yg - casai aAa (99918 Leone 


ei 





VAVE Lgu — uasal aliall 33018 Lama diut! blaas 

NAAT ale Gas Cys ball 2 agha ami 

SY doles gag Asst Lis Glee eras! gbine / Ski Cpe os pall dos cal abo Lu 

Ala juts Wy 51g cop pall dall cya WLAN 5S p02 oy pall dall cya Lang a Lila. leas 4S fjhed! 
äs glll cle Apia! laly 1589 ope Lgule yrds ol JB Apes CASI plas! Cpe Sa ll JL dewey Aig th 
abla Sle fy ajea Lali Cab SS ta 

NY p35 Ala La Cal EL Joules! 2 Ags (Syl Aalia gahi a Ayal GR labs 2 et Li 
ll dagha EN GSI pL Lod pal GIS 44899 Bjóla VY day Lazer Lge 513 Gl ugli gay VAAY ale Ala 
CA g ELS L A SA dan da TV ale La ST GIS 9 18 xa Cpe SS had! ileal GoLed ety Lol 
soled algal All 


Calligrapher: Mohamed Farouk was born in Syria in 1974. 
Specialization: Diploma in Medicine from Damascus in 1996. 


He currently serves as administrator and teacher of Arabic calligraphy at the 
Sharjah Centre for Arabic Calligraphy and Ornamentation. 


Teachers: He received his first formal training in calligraphy at an early age with 


master calligrapher Adnan Al-Sheikh Othman. 


Accomplishments: He participated in international calligraphy competitions 
organised by the International IRCICA Organisation in Istanbul since 1993 
and won prizes at all of them. He has won 13 international awards, most notably 
first place in Thuluth Al Jali, Thuluth, and Diwani Al Jali Scripts, the last being 
in 2007. 


His calligraphy is characterised by flexibility and imagination, which allows him 
to create difficult structures that few are capable of creating. He also adds artistic 
touches to the painting to give it a unique feature that distinguishes him from 
other calligraphers. 











If you are far from my sight you 
did not disappear from my heart 


Is there any Reward for Good - 
other than Good? 
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Calligrapher: Munib Ragheb Obradovic - Born 1971 in Mostar, Bosnia and 


Herzegovina. 


Specialisation: He graduated at the Faculty of Engineering of Mostar University in 
2000. Munib worked as an Art Director from 1996 — 1998 for “KABES” Magazine 
in Bosnia He studied at Khalil Agha Institute of Arabic Calligraphy in Cairo. 


Teachers: He intensified his efforts on Jali Thuluth and his works had been 
praised by the master of calligraphy Khodair El Porsaidi. 


Accomplishments: He won second prize in Jaly Thuluth style of IRCICA in 2007, 
First prize in Classic Calligraphy - Jaly Thuluth style in 2004 Lahore, First prize 
at the International Calligraphy Competition, of Shahr al Khair in Kuwait 2006 
and many other rewards. He has participated in a great number of exhibitions 


specially in Egypt. 
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Calligrapher: Nuria Garcia Masip was born in Ibiza, Spain, in 1978. 


Specialization: S he graduated with a B.A.in French and Spanish Literature from 
George Washington University in the United States. 


Teachers: She began her journey with Islamic Art in Morocco in 1999 and then 
returned to Washington DC in 2000 to learn the Rig’a and Naskh scripts with 
calligrapher Mohammad Zakaria. She continued her studies in Istanbul with 
calligraphy masters Hasan Celebi and Davut Bektas and received her ljaza in 
the Naskh and Thuluth seripts. 


Accomplishments: She has exhibited her work in many international exhibitions 
Light upon light US Laie da ES (39 cole 383) and her work is part of many private collections. She has won many awards in 
Arabic calligraphy, such as third prize in the Al Baraka Competition in 2008, an 
honorary award in the Riq’a script in the Sixth International IRCICA Competition 









Is He Who sent A ac nies in 2003, an achievement award from IRCICA in 2007 and another honorary award 
down tranquillity AE lergld at Al Burda Competition in 2008. 
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they may add faith 


to their faith. 





A nice combination of calligraphy and ornamentation 
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Artist: Akram Cocktan was born in Istanbul in 1968. 


Specialization: He finished his studies at the University of Ankara in the 
Department of History, and completed his graduate studies on the Turkish and 
Islamic Art at the University of Marmara. 


Teachers: He has been studying Ebru and gilding since he was eighteen years 
old and received a diploma in this field from the Turkish Ministry of Culture. He 
worked for three years at the Atelier of Mahmur Oz and Samih Ertez, and studied 
for three years with master calligrapher Fuat Bashar. 


Accomplishments: He lectured for two years at the Ankara Cultural Centre 
affiliated to the Turkish Ministry of Culture. He also lectured at the University 
of Cape Town, South Africa, and the Kashiwa Zaki Turkish Centre in Japan. 
He received two awards from the Turkish Ministry of Culture and organised 
exhibitions in Japan, South Africa, Malta, India, and Qatar. 
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A nice combination of calligraphy, gilding and ornamentation area dhai g deb ld cued On eei alag SSG 
by Fatma Ozcay, one of the best in the world. 
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Artist: Fatima Özçay was born in Turkey in 1970. 


Specialization: In 1987, she enrolled at the Alti Qubba Institution for Culture 


and Arts and attended sessions on gilding and ornamentation. 


Teachers: She studied under Dr. Fatima Cicik Derman and progressed rapidly 
in the field of art in a very short time. 


Accomplishments: Fatima tried to be guided by selected gilding and ornamentation 
patterns dating back to the 16th century. She sought to apply these patterns in her 
work, and was able to attract attention with her strong and subtle brush and her 
attention and accuracy. Most of her work in gilding and ornamentation were in the 
form of handwritten paintings, which were written by her brothers Mohammad 
and Othman. As for the ornamentations she carried out on the Mus’haf written 
by her brother Mohammad, they represent her best and most important work. 
Fatima participated in many joint exhibitions, both within Turkey and abroad. 
She has many selected works in Turkey and overseas. Today, she continues her 
work in traditional ornamentation. 
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Artist: Ahmed Cocktan was born in Istanbul in 1962. 


AA H Sa oe : ry | I a. ds P s Li i -E ey : mani 5 Teachers: He received his formal training in Arabic calligraphy at the hands of 
ATNA El = : . | Ler calligraphy masters Hikmat Barotchel and Fuat Bashar. l 
HO i Dant d A so Tu : a Y Accomplishments: He lectured at the School of Jaffar Agha and the Centre of bá 

=> ls | - k Fj Islamic Arts in Istanbul between 1989 and 1992. He also taught Ebru art in Japan A 
for three years, as well as at the Kuwait Centre for Islamic Arts and the Association 
of Australian Artists in Melbourne. He has lectured in Germany, Italy, Britain, 
Canada, Malta, Malaysia, the Netherlands, Kuwait, Qatar, Spain and others; and 
organised workshops sponsored by the Turkish Ministry of Endowments and 
many international exhibitions around the world and published a book on Ebru 
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Cocktan’s Ebru art is characterised with modernism and the addition of new 
techniques in calligraphy, painting and gilding. Thus, his work turns into a new 
world undiscovered by previous Ebru artists. 


Through FANAR Ahmad achieved a Guinness World Record when he completed 
the largest Ebro paper in the world. 
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FANAR 


Qatar Islamic Cultural Center 
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